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TWO  ARE  BETTER  THAN  ONE 


Two  are  better  than  one.   So  declared  the  writer  of 
Ecclesiastes.   We  might  be  tempted  to  ask,  somewhat 
cynically,  Which  two?  Which  one?  and  Better  for  what? 

Ecclesiastes  is  not  a  book  that  the  faithful  rush 
to  read.   I  suspect  that  it's  one  of  the  three  or  four 
most  expendable  books  in  the  Bible.   It  boasts  some 
passages  of  commanding  brilliance.   At  the  same  time 
it  is  a  slippery  book.   One  can  prove  most  anything 
from  Ecclesiastes. 

The  meaning  of  the  passage  read  today  (Eccles  M-: 
9-12)  is  clear  enough:   Two  are  better  than  one  because 
cooperation  is  better  than  aloofness.   Where  two  are 
joined  to  one  another  they  are  able  to  cheer  each  oth- 
er up;  keep  each  other  warm;  present  a  stronger  defense 
against  attack. 

To  give  the  author  his  due,  let  it  be  noted  that 
he  did  not  say  that  two  are  more  than  one ,  but  that 
two  are  better  than  one.   A  team  is  not  merely  quanti- 
tatively superior  to  an  individual.   It  is  qualitative- 
ly  superior  as  well.   Even  with  this,  his  words  are 
hardly  more  than  an  obvious  truism  or  an  innocuous 
platitude. 


What  prompted  me  to  preach  on  these  ancient  words 
is  the  fact  that  Jesus  also  believed  that  two  are  bet- 
ter than  one.   Indeed,  he  incorporated  this  belief  into 
his  strategy  for  spreading  the  Kingdom  of  God.   We  read 
in  Mark  6:7;  "And  Jesus  called  to  him  the  twelve  and 
began  to  send  them  out  two  by  two." 

Up  to  this  point  Jesus  had  been  the  lone  spokesman 
for  the  cause.   It  was  He  who  preached  the  word  and 
performed  the  mighty  works.   The  time  had  come  for  the 
mission  to  be  shared.   Aware  of  the  importance  of  their 


assignment,  and  aware,  no  doubt,  of  their  feelings  of 
inadequacy,  Jesus  sent  them  out  two  by  two.   Jesus 
prayed  before  he  sent  them  out.   We  may  be  sure  that 
the  pairing  of  the  disciples  was  included  in  that 
prayer.   Anyone  who  has  ever  been  responsible  for  room 
assignments  for  a  college  dormitory,  a  touring  orches- 
tra, or  a  summer  camp  will  know  the  wisdom  required. 

Where  the  disciples  are  listed  in  Mark  and  Matthew, 
interestingly  enough,  they  are  listed  in  pairs.   It  is 
not  necessarily  the  case  that  this  was  the  pairing  that 
prevailed  when  Jesus  sent  them  out,  but  it  might  well 
have  been=   Check  that  list  sometime  and  let  your  imag- 
ination play  with  the  various  combinations:   "Simon, 
and  Andrew  his  brother;  James  the  son  of  Zebedee  and 
his  brother  John;  Philip  and  Bartholemew;  Thomas  and 
Matthew;  James  the  son  of  Alphaeus,  and  Thaddaeus ; 
Simon  the  Cananaean  and  Judas  Iscariot."  (Matthew  10: 
2-4) 

Always  in  the  Bible  God  seems  to  link  his  workers 
together.   Thus  Moses  is  joined  to  Aaron,  Joshua  to 
Caleb,  David  to  Jonathan,  Bartholemew  to  John  Mark, 
Paul  to  Silas,  Peter  to  John.   In  many  places  in  the 
scriptures  the  wisdom  of  Ecclesiastes  is  born  out  and 
exemplified,  Two  are  better  than  one.   Even  to  this 
day  our  Mormon  and  Jehovah's  Witnesses  friends  send 
out  their  missionaries  two  by  two.   Sisters  in  the 
teaching  and  healing  orders  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  are  usually  found  traveling  together  two  by  two. 


But  the  two  by  two  strategy  is  more  than  a  tactic 
for  advancing  a  cause.   I  submit  that  spiritual  growth, 
if  not  spiritual  survival,  is  much  more  likely  when 
two  are  related  to  each  other  as  spiritual  kinsmen. 

Many  Christians  flounder  as  Christians  because  they 
jump  from  the  one  of  self  to  the  many  of  the  congrega- 
tion and  fail  to  develop  a_  soul-deep  relationship  with 
one  other  Christian.   True  enough,  the  Christian  reli- 
gion has  its  precincts  where  the  individual  must  stand 
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alone .   Kipling  had  such  in  mind  when  he  wrote : 

"The  race  is  run  by  one  and  one 
and  never  by  two  and  two*"  (from  "Tomlinson") 

There  are  those  occasions  when  we  must  go  a  space 
beyond  the  dearest  of  earth  we  know,  there  to  wrestle 
and  pray  and  decide. 

The  Christian  religion,  moreover,  has  its  scenes 
and  moments  in  which  we  enjoy  each  other  in  lavish 
numbers.   Much  is  being  written  affirmatively  these 
days  about  the  corporate  celebrations  of  the  Church, 
It  is  vital  to  a  man's  spirit  to  know  that  he  is  part 
of  an  ongoing,  vigorous  entity  that  is  larger  than 
himself.   John's  heart  must  have  found  fresh  courage 
there  on  the  Isle  of  Patmos  when  he  was  granted  a  vi- 
sion of  that  multitude  which  no  man  can  number  out  of 
every  kindred,  tongue,  tribe  and  nation. 

But  the  Christian  religion  also  rests  on  teams  of 
two  in  which  each  member  learns  to  priest  the  other. 
Such  pairings  happen.   They  cannot  be  structured  or 
programmed.   They  often  form  and  function  unconsiously . 
They  can  appear  either  within  or  beyond  the  ties  of 
blood  and  family.   No  Church  that  I  have  ever  known 
has  been  without  them.   They  are  not  restricted  to  one 
parish,  denomination,  or  tradition.   What  the  "Buddy 
System"  means  at  a  summer  camp  suggests  in  a  very  faint 
way  what  happens  when  two  Christians  assume  responsi- 
bility for  each  other! 


Friendships  can  form  around  many  different  inter- 
ests -  a  hobby,  a  job,  a  political  affiliation,  a 
shared  grievance,  a  common  neighborhood,  athletic  pur- 
suits.  But  the  deepest  level  of  friendship  that  is 
possible  to  us  humans  is  a_  friendship  that  is  formed 
around  a  common  commitment  to  the  things  of  God. 

Everywhere  I've  gone  in  my  ministry,  including 
small  towns  and  larger  cities ,  I  have  been  able  by  the 
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providence  of  God  to  find  such  a  spiritual  confidant. 
I  speak  from  personal  experience  when  I  say  that  two 
are  better  than  one. 

What  can  these  two  by  two  arrangements  do  for  us? 
Well,  they  can  give  us  a  better  line  on  ourselves.  We 
are  all  masters  of  the  art  of  rationalizing  our  behav- 
ior and  decisions.   Each  of  us  is  given  over  more  or 
less  to  self-distortion  and  blindness. 

Most  of  the  time  we  do  not  want  correction.   Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes  sounds  like  a  cynic,  but  I  believe  him 
close  to  the  mark  when  he  says,  "You  may  set  it  down 
as  a  truth  which  admits  of  few  exceptions,  that  those 
who  ask  your  opinion  really  want  your  praise,  and  will 
be  contented  with  nothing  less."-^  Echoes  become  bor- 
ing, however,  once  the  novelty  wears  off.   If  we  sur- 
round ourselves  only  with  people  who  are  related  to  us 
in  such  a  way  that  they  cannot  level  with  us,  then  all 
we  can  hope  for  is  the  barren  echo  of  our  own  desires. 

On  those  occasions  when  we  really  want  the  truth 
about  ourselves  we  don't  know  where  to  go.   The  "minis- 
try of  rebuke"  is  scarcely  practiced  nowadays.   In 
counseling  of  late  the  emphasis  has  been  on  non-judg- 
mental, non- evaluative  techniques.   The  counselor 
tries  to  hide  his  own  convictions  and  reactions  against 
the  hope  that  the  client  will  rise  to  some  form  of  in- 
ner illumination  and  see  reality  for  himself.   Inciden- 
tally, a  number  of  books  and  articles  have  reached  my 
desk  recently  in  which  the  concern  is  raised  that  there 
is  room  for  judgment  in  Christian  counseling.   Not  con- 
demnation, mark  you,  but  judgment. 

Those  who  are  interested  in  getting  a  line  on 
themselves  in  our  society  frequently  make  their  way  to 
a  T-Group  experience  or  participate  in  an  Encounter 
Session.   It  is  my  impression  that  the  casualty  rate 
in  both  ventures  is  exceedingly  high  and  that  both  tend 
to  be  crash  programs.   They  are  not  the  kind  of  thing 
that  one  can  turn  to  on  a  daily  or  weekly  basis. 

What  I  am  pleading  for  today  is  that  we  develop  a 
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single  friendship  in  Jesus  Christ  in  which  we  can  tell 
the  other  how  he  looks  to  us  and  find  out  how  we  look 
to  him.   A  friendship  in  which  there  is  no  possibility 
of  exploitation.   A  friendship  that  is  cemented  in  a 
strong  bond  of  total  confidentiality.   A  friendship 
with  another  who  does  not  want  your  job,  your  house, 
your  wife,  or  your  influence.   A  friendship  with  some- 
one who  is  equally  aware  with  you  of  his  dependence 
upon  the  grace  of  God.   A  friendship  with  one  who  will 
not  drop  you  if  you  fall ,  or  be  envious  if  you  succeed 

Is  there  a  surer  way  for  us  to  get  a  better  under- 
standing of  who  we  are,  than  to  be  joined  to  another 
in  a  friendship  of  this  kind  where  openness  and  can- 
dor-in-love  prevail?   One  has  the  feeling  that  the 
Senator  who  went  to  the  rostrum  in  Miami  the  other 
night  to  second  his  own  nomination  for  the  office  of 
vice-president  would  not  have  done  so  had  he  had  a 
friend  who  could  put  it  to  him  straight! 


What  else  can  such  a  tandem  give  us?  A  better 
grasp  of  the  faith.   Our  grasp  is  only  partial  and  needs 
to  be  rounded  out.   Jesus  has  mastered  a  variety  of 
people.   Thank  God  they  are  not  all  exactly  like  us.  We 
are  drawn  into  two  by  two  relationships  by  both  simi- 
larities and  differences.   It  would  be  dull  to  be 
joined  to  someone  who  was  exactly  like  us,  and  alto- 
gether too  painful  to  be  joined  to  someone  who  was 
totally  different.   Meaningful  friendships  involve 
points  of  likeness  and  areas  of  contrast. 

I  have  been  thinking  in  recent  days  about  that 
rather  strange  union  that  prevailed  between  Peter  and 
John  in  the  early  Church.   When  Peter  heard  the  Gospel 
and  saw  Jesus  it  made  him  feel  that  he  should  embark 
on  a  crusade.   He  was  a  man  who  was  intense,  aggressive, 
and  practical.   But  John  when  he  heard  the  same  Jesus 
in  the  same  context  tended  to  respond  more  passively 
and  contemplatively.   I  can  imagine  that  Peter  at  times 
enlarged  John's  vision  of  Jesus,  while  John,  on  many 
occasions,  as  is  obvious  from  the  writings  in  First 
Peter,  had  his  effect  on  the  big  fishermen. 
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God  sets  us  up  in  these  relationships  lest  we  as- 
sume that  our  temperament,  attitude  and  perception  of 
the  faith  are  normative. 

The  man  who  tries  to  be  a  Christian  alone  gets  to 
be  a  very  odd  Christian.   Have  you  noticed  that?  There 
is  a  lot  more  in  what  Jesus  said  than  ministerial  com- 
fort for  a  low  house  on  a  rainy  day  -  "Where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  in  my  name." 

Listen  to  the  whole  passage:   "Again,  I  say  to 
you,  if  two  of  you  agree  on  earth  about  anything  they 
ask,  it  will  be  done  for  them  by  my  Father  in  Heaven. 
For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  in  my  name,  there 
am  I  in  the  midst  of  them."   (Matthew  18:19-20)   In 
other  words,  one  man's  prayers  can  be  insane c   But  if 
a  man  can  bring  a  soul  brother  to  pray  about  a  given 
matter  with  him,  then,  said  Jesus,  it  will  be  done  for 
them  by  our  Father  in  Heaven. 


Finally,  may  I  suggest  that  by  being  joined  to 
another  Christian  in  this  manner  we  stand  a  better 
chance  of  keeping  our  faith  steady.   It  is  easy  to  make 
a  noisy  beginning.   Or,  as  Isaiah  had  it,  to  "mount  up 
with  wings  as  eagles."   It  is  comparatively  easy  to  be 
stirred  up  by  occasional  excitement.   "To  run  and  not 
be  weary."   But  to  stay  with  it  and  at_  it  day  after  day, 
that's  the  test,  isn't  it?   "To  walk  and  not  faint." 

When  two  people  accept  responsibility  for  each 
other  they  tend  to  negate  each  other's  highs  and  lows. 
The  odds  are  strong  that  both  will  not  be  down  at  the 
same  time,  that  both  will  not  be  weak  in  the  same  area. 
The  likelihood  is  that  the  one  who  is  down  will  be 
brought  up  by  the  other.   The  positions  might  well  be 
reversed  one  month  hence. 

At  times  we  are  called  upon  to  serve  as  "stand-ins" 
for  God  to  other  people.   There  is  a  man  whose  name  is 
familiar  to  most  ministers  and  teachers  of  Theology. 
I  refer  to  Arthur  Samuel  Peake,  who,  though  a  layman, 
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has  given  us  some  very  searching  commentaries  in  both 
the  Old  and  New  Testament  fields.   Dr.  Peake  one  time 
received  a  letter  from  a  young  man  who  had  been  his 
student.   It  contained  a  compliment  that  comes  close 
to  being  the  highest  that  a  Christian  can  ever  know: 
"I  marked  -  especially  at  the  prayer  meetings  at  West- 
ern Street  -  your  magnificent  faith  in  a  loving  Fath- 
er, and  if  you  don't  mind  my  saying  what  is  in  my 
heart  -  I  held  on  to  you,  Sir,  while  you  held  on  to 
Jesus."2   Sometimes  that's  all  we  have  -  the  faith  of 
another  who  believes. 

A  friend  of  mine  who  is  in  the  middle  years  and 
has  had  extensive  training  in  Theology,  a  man  of  con- 
siderable reputation,  suffered  the  tragedy  of  having 
his  teenage  daughter  take  her  own  life.   For  many 
years  this  man  had  been  joined  in  a  two  by  two  rela- 
tionship to  another  man  in  a  kindred  discipline.   The 
very  night  after  the  girl  had  taken  her  life  the  dis- 
traught father  received  a  long  distance  call  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning.   It  was  from  this  old  soul 
buddy,  now  living  in  a  distant  state,  who  had  heard 
the  news  and  had  not  forgotten.   The  message  went  some- 
thing like  this,  "By  now  you  must  be  pacing  the  floor 
wondering  what  you  did  that  you  should  not  have  done, 
and  what  you  did  not  do  that  you  should  have  done.  I 
say  to  you,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  stop  it  I" 
At  times  we  must  do  this  and  be  this  and  say  this  to 
one  another  -  for  His  sake! 


"And  he  called  to  him  the  twelve  and  began  to  send 
them  out  two  by  two."  We  protect  ourselves  against 
this  kind  of  intimacy.   In  fact,  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  the  scheduled  activities  of  the  average 
church  often  work  against  such  intimacy.   Some  of  us 
have  read  with  pleasure,  others  of  us  have  seen  the 
picture ,  I_  Never  Promised  You  a_  Rose  Garden  by  Hannah 
Green.   Remember  in  that  story  how  a  young  disturbed 
teenage  girl  finally  got  out  of  a  mental  institution 
and  sought  to  win  a  place  in  the  workaday  world.  The 
novelist  has  this  to  say:   "Although  Deborah  had  gone 
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to  the  choir  practice  at  the  church  and  sewing  classes 
at  the  high  school  and  even  a  teenage  outing  club,  she 
went  and  returned,  sharing  her  sewing  machine,  a  hymn 
book,  a  map  and  'good  evening'  and  'good  night'  and  no 
more.   Everyone  was  most  polite  and  so  was  she,  but 
their  lives  had  been  walled  against  her."3 

Yet,  it  happens  all  the  time.   God  joins  his  people 
to  each  other  not  only  in  large  congregations,  but  also 
two  by  two.   It  happens  in  this  church.  It  can  happen 
to  you.   Ask  God  to  give  you  the  openness  and  the  cour- 
age to  let  it  happen. 


Closing  Prayer 

We  thank  Thee.  God, that  we  are  never 

far  from  help  or  from  those  who  need  us. 
Forgive  us  if  pride  or  lack  of  faith  has 

kept  us  locked  up  tight. 
Unite  us  to  one  another  in  such  a  way 

that  truth  may  prevail  in  our  estimate  of  self, 
that  our  perception  of  Christ  may  be  broadened, 
that  we  may  walk  with  steadier  step 
the  road  of  faith. 
So  shall  our  Christian  life  be  a  joy  to  ourselves, 
to  others, 
and  to  Thee. 

Through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen. 
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